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Bangarra’s Artistic Director Stephen Page 
had known about Deborah’s love of film for a 
long time, so when she pitched the idea for 
this piece, he suggested doing it as a short 
film instead. Deborah jumped at the chance.  

“Stephen has also built a little avenue going 
in to film as well, with The Turning (he is one 
of the 17 directors involved in the film) just 
about to be released, and next year he’s 
working on a feature, so it was nice to look 
over his shoulder while he was doing all that 
and seeing if I could do it myself,” she says.

“I really enjoyed the directing part of it. It 
felt easy to me. For the past 11 years I’ve 
always been the subject, or the muse, so 
I wanted to see if I could mentally enjoy 
being on the other side of the camera.”

Deborah thinks Dance Clan 3 will be a 
wonderful experience for the audience. 

“I think a big part of being a contemporary 
dancer is sharing the choreographic 
inspiration with the person you are dancing 
for, being involved and giving your ideas. 

“I do like to feel that we are creating the 
piece together and have a feeling of 
ownership of what I’m performing.”

Jasmin says Dance Clan 3 will be like 
“traversing Australia through story”.

Deborah Brown’s piece is a little different 
to the norm. She has created a short dance 
film based around the story of pearl shell 
divers in the Torres Strait. Water is something 
she has always had an affinity with. “All of 
my dreams are underwater,” she says. 

The women of Bangarra take centrestageWeaving their Magic

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, BANGARRA 
DANCE THEATRE HAS ASKED FOuR OF 
THEIR FEMALE ARTISTS TO CREATE 

THEIR OWN CHOREOGRAPHIC PIECE, WHICH 
WILL FORM THEIR LATEST PRODuCTION, 
DAnCE CLAn 3. THIS uNIquE SHOW WILL 
BE PRESENTED AT BANGARRA’S STuDIO 
THEATRE AS PART OF THE INAuGuRAL 
CORROBOREE FESTIVAL IN NOVEMBER. 
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Dance Clan 3, Bangarra’s new 
production, will take audiences on a 
unique journey. In the intimate space of 
the Bangarra studios, audiences will be 
led by four of Bangarra’s dancers to places 
that hold a special place in their hearts 
and imaginations. It is the first time that 
all of the women have choreographed 
together for Bangarra, so viewers will be 
in for something special. We spoke to the 
women involved about the inspiration 
behind each of their individual pieces.  

Jasmin Sheppard is taking us back in 
time to have a closer look at a man who still 
holds an influence over the city of Sydney, 
hundreds of years after he first arrived.

“My piece is called Macq – it’s about the 1816 
massacres that affected the Dharawal people 
under Governor Macquarie’s governance. 
I’m looking at the effect that it had 
on the Dharawal people, in particular, 
because traditionally they were 
peaceful people and were known as the 
mediators who responded to troubled 
times through gentle mediation, magic 
and talking, as opposed to warfare.”

Jasmin points out that there 
are landmarks, streets and even 
a bank named after Macquarie. 
But who was this man really?

“It’s been really interesting, researching 
Macquarie’s governance and finding the 
complexities of his nature,” she says. 

“I think he wanted to create some kind of 
positive relationship between the settlers 
and the Aboriginal people and initially 
he tried his best to put things in place 
that would help that relationship, but 
at the end of the day, it didn’t work. 

“His allegiance lay with the settlers and 
I think it kind of tormented him a little 
bit, in the decisions that he had to make 
for this whole colony of people that 
he was meant to be governing.”

When it comes to either being directed or 
choreographing her own piece, Jasmin says  
she likes both sides of the creative coin:  
“I like both for different reasons,” she says.
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The women of Bangarra take centrestageWeaving their Magic
We’re all completely 

different people, 
but when we get 

together and all of our 
differences merge it 

creates magic.

Deadly Vibe November 2013    | 19vibe.com.au

were later presented to the High Court 
as a part of their land rights’ claim.

“I’m inspired by how people are able to take 
something that is oppressive and seemingly 
negative and turn that into something that 
is ultimately positive and transformative.”

Although Tara has choreographed before, 
working for Bangarra has been special for her.

“I’ve done this style for such a long time 
now – it’s really in my body. At Bangarra we 
have this basic vocabulary and everybody 
is familiar with it and coming from a similar 
aesthetic place. It frees you up to explore the 
style further because you don’t have to teach 
them that style. We all know each other so well, 
though everyone is very different – in terms 
of our background, of dance style and cultural 
upbringing. We’re all completely different 
people, but when we get together and all of 
our differences merge it can create magic”.

Dance Clan 3 runs from 20 November 
to 1 December during the Corroboree 
Festival at Bangarra’s Studio Theatre, 
Pier 4, Walsh Bay, Sydney.

per production. It’s going to be raw and 
fulfilling because there is such a variety.”

Finally, Yolande Brown is showing us her 
connection with the Central Desert women 
she has spent time with and learned a lot 
from in her years as a Bangarra dancer.

“I have been really inspired by the Central 
Desert women for a long time. They are 
all vivacious and strong and positive. They 
look to the future with hope,” she says.

Her piece called Imprint explores how the 
women used design on fabric to prove 
their connection to their homelands.

“I’m focusing on how they used material, which 
could be seen as something that has been 
used to assimilate people through dress codes, 
as something that was liberating,” says Yolande.

“In 1978 they did the batik project 
where they spieled out there Dreamtime 
stories on to 88 silk batik pieces, which 

“All four girls have got quite different 
personalities,” she says. 

“Just from hearing about things and 
catching little snippets of the creative 
process you see everyone’s personalities 
really magnified in what they are creating.”

Tara Gower will bring a little piece of the 
Kimberley to the Bangarra studio. Inspired by 
the love story of her grandparents and political 
tensions that have been present in Broome, 
she describes her piece as a love story. “It’s 
quite comical, but then it has a dark side and 
has an important message at the end,” she says.

Entitled Ngala, which means ‘light within the 
darkness’, the story begins in 1950s Broome. 
Compared to other Bangarra productions, 
Tara says that Dance Clan 3 will be different 
because of the space that it’s presented in. 
“It’s going to be very raw. There is going 
to be a lot of different stories in one night, 
whereas usually there is only one story 

Weaving their magic – The women of Bangarra take
centrestage  page 18 and 19
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Bangarra is a very successful Indigenous dance company.  
The new production features four female dancers.  
They tell stories through their dance.

Activity 1 

 1 		How many dancers are in the story?  

 2 		Draw one of these dancers below.

                                                                             

  

1 432
Shade 
one bubble.

Draw 
your idea
in the box.
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Activity 2

 1 		Draw a line to match these types of dance with the pictures.  
		 Colour the pictures. 

ballet

hip hop

rock and roll

 2 		Which type of dance do you like best? Explain why.

 

 

 

Write 
your answer
on the lines.
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Activity 3 

 1 		Place these words in the correct box.

	 shirt			  dance		  dirt 		  squirt 	

	 prance 		  flirt			  glance		  enhance 	

	chance		  trance
      										        

														            
													           
													           
													           
													           
													           
													           
								      

Activity 4 
Common nouns

 1 		All the people, the places and the things we see have names. The names we give 	
		 everyday things we can see are called common nouns. 

	 Colour the common nouns. 

 

girls Sydney audience respectful peaceful

rocks water dancing costume shoe

  

ance irt

Write 
your answer 
in the box.
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Activity 5 
Proper Nouns

 1 		The names we give to special people, places or things are called  
		 proper nouns. Proper nouns always start with a capital letter. 

	 Write the nouns in the correct boxes. 

      	Macquarie Street		  Bangarra		  toe		

hat			   hand		  street		S  ydney	

dress		  music
      															           

														           
														           
														           
														           
														           
														           
														           
										       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	

common nouns

proper nouns

Write 
your answer 
in the box.


