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BIOGRAPHICAL RECOUNT

Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu recently performed at a charity art auction to raise money for 
research into Indigenous childrens’ health.

Gurrumul (aged 37) sings of growing up in an Aboriginal community on a remote island off the 
north coast of Australia. He sings about coming to terms with being born blind and he sings the 
creation stories of his Yolngu people.

Two months ago, he released his first solo album - “Gurrumul” - and it looks set to become a 
rare phenomenon: a recording by an Aboriginal artist that has broken out into the mainstream. 
“Gurrumul” jumped to No. 1 on the Australia music charts. The album is a mixture of traditional 
songs and new compositions, and its success is all the more remarkable because all but two of 
the songs are sung in Yolngu.

Yunupingu is from the Gumatj clan of the Yolngu on Elcho Island, off the north coast of Australia 
some 560 kilometers, or 350 miles, from Darwin, the nearest big city on the mainland.

Yothu Yindi was founded by one of Yunupingu’s relatives, Mandawuy Yunupingu. George 
Burarrwanga, the lead singer of the other great breakthrough group, the Warumpi Band, also 
came from Elcho Island.
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Activity 1. Reading for meaning

1. What was the purpose of the charity auction that Gurrumul performed at?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What was his first album called?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What are some of the unusual aspects of his album and its popularity?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. List 5 things you have learnt about Gurrumul from reading this biographical recount.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Activity 2. List 5 ways you can make a difference to the people around you.
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Activity 3. Find a Word

Music    

Australia     

Challenge     

NSW

Mental     

Health     

Voice     

Spectacular

Vibe     

Party     

October     

Gurrumal

Singing     

Animal     

Career     

Extreme

Achievement     

Dream

WORDS


