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David explains that without school 
it’s easy to get involved with a bad 
crowd or you might end up with a 
job you don’t like and no chance at 
getting what you want out of life. 

“For the kids that choose not to go to 
school, you ask them what they’re going 
to be doing when they’re home. They’ve 

only got to get involved with the wrong 
Johnny or Billy the bank robber and 
then they’re down the wrong path.”

“For you to be able to fulfil your dreams 
you’ve got to take one step at a time. 
We like to tell our kids now that that first 
step has got to be through education.”

and getting an education.

The Australian Government has announced a strategy to get more Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait islander children in remote areas back 
to school from the start of Term 1 this year.

Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion, says getting children to school was 
the government’s number-one priority in Indigenous Affairs. “Education is the 
fundamental building block to establishing strong, sustainable communities.” 

The government has identified 40 communities in remote locations in the Northern 
Territory, South Australia, New South Wales, Queensland and Western Australia, 
which will be the focus of the government’s initial effort at the start of Term 1.

$28.4 million in funding will be provided over two 
years for initiatives that include employing Attendance 
Supervisors to manage and develop up to five 
School Attendance Officers in each community.

Full-on futures
David Peachey knows the importance of going to school
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For you to 
be able to fulfil 

your dreams you’ve 

got to take one step at 

a time. We like to tell 

our kids now that  

that first step has 

got to be through 
education.

Getting a full 
education and going 
to school every day 

can lead to a bright, happy 
and successful future, 
not only for you but also 
for your community. this 
is something ex-nrl star 
david peachey agrees 
with entirely. he says that 
receiving an education 
allowed him to pursue 
and conquer his goals. 

“Through my schooling I had the opportunity 
to follow and fulfil my dream. I tell the kids it 
wouldn’t have been that way if I had wagged 
school on this one particular day when 
Arthur Beetson was in town,” David says.

“I enjoyed everything about school 
even though there were subjects 
that I didn’t particularly like, but one 
thing I did do was to go every day.”

Just like ‘the Peach, going to school 
every day is important. It’s a place 
where we can make friends and 
learn about the world we live in, 
as well as ourselves. David admits 
that he wasn’t the best student 
academically, but school gave him 
the necessities to thrive at life. 

 “I know that with our kids sometimes 
they don’t learn in the classroom 
and they have street knowledge, 
but street knowledge doesn’t give 
you a job. That’s why we’re trying to 
get our kids to stay at school because 
that’s their opportunity in life,” he says.

“It teaches us to be better people 
and also to equip ourselves with 
what’s out there in the real world.

“It’s there to give us rules and 
responsibilities and you basically can’t 
live without the education system.”
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David Peachey is a football legend. He knows how important  
it is to go to school every day. 
READ Full on Futures - David Peachey on page 29

Activity 1 
BuilDing READing skills

• skimming and scanning for 
information

• reading headings, text boxes  
and pictures

• reading for meaning

• making connections between  
the text and your world

 There are three levels of comprehension questions:

 literal  The answer is located in one sentence in the text.

 inferred  You need to make links between sentences and graphics 
    (such as illustrations, maps and tables) and what you already know. 

 Applied  The answer is in your background knowledge,  
    what you already know or feel.

 1   Which of these statements is not true?                                   (inferred)

             Getting a full education can lead to a bright future.

              A good education supports the whole community. 

              Attending school every day can help you to achieve your goals in life.

              David Peachey is the 2014 Australian of the Year.

 2   The main idea of this story is                                                                                    (inferred) 

              to train hard to become a football legend.            

                  it is very important to get a good education.

              you should make friends at school.

              you should play football.

Shade 
one bubble.
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 3   in this text, David Peachey agrees entirely that “getting a full education  
  and going to school every day can lead to a bright, happy and     
  successful future.” 

 in this sentence, what does agrees entirely mean?             (inferred)             

   He doesn’t believe this is true.

              He thinks it is a bad idea.

              He agrees totally.

              He doesn’t have an opinion about it.  

 4   This text says that David Peachey didn’t always enjoy every school subject,  
            but he _______________________________                      (literal) 

   liked to get up early for school.

              liked playing football.

              liked going to school with Arthur Beetson. 

              always went to school every day. 

 5   According to the text, what are some good things about going to school?               
                 (inferred)            

   You can make good friends.

              You can learn about the world you live in. 

              It can lead to opportunities in the future.

              All of the above   

 6   What do you like most about going to school every day?         (applied)

 

Shade 
one bubble.
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Activity 2 
lAnguAgE ConvEnTions – sPElling

 1   The spelling mistakes in these sentences have been underlined.  
  Write the correct spelling for each word in the box.

 David Peachey receeved a good education.

 He wasn’t an academmic student.

 A good education offers better oportunitys in life. 

 2   unscramble these words from the text.

n e d u a c t o  i

t  p  i  m o t a r n

c c a a d m e i

 3   Each sentence has one word that is incorrect. 
  Write the correct spelling of the word in the box.

 You need a good educashon system. 

 We need strong, sustaneable communities.

 Regular school attendence is vital.

Write 
your answer 
in the box.
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Activity 3 
WRiTing An ExPosiTion

 1   ToPiC – it is important to go to school every day.

 

 An Exposition is a type of argument that states one point of view about an issue. 

 (A Discussion argues both sides of an issue.)

 Here’s how an Exposition is structured. 

Argument type social purpose stages Phases

Exposition argues one point 

of view about an 

issue

Thesis – statement 
of your point of 
view
(introduction)

Arguments – points
(Your opinions)

Restatement
(Conclusion)

preview all the 
points

evidence
statistics
quotes
examples
elaborations

review all the 
points and sum up

 Brainstorm your ideas for going to school every day. 

 Here are some examples:

• you learn to read a range of books and write different texts.

• you make friends.

• you learn about yourself and the world around you.

Write 
your ideas
on paper.
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 list your other reasons.

 •

 •

 •

 

 Topic: it is important to go to school every day.

 Write an EXPOSITION to convince a reader of your opinion.

 

 Think about:

• examples, statistics, elaborations and other evidence to support your ideas. 

 Remember to:

• research your topic and plan your writing

• choose your arguments carefully

• start with an attention-grabbing introduction

• state your arguments clearly

• give reasons and examples for your arguments

• write in sentences

• use words that connect your ideas (firstly, next, in addition to, in conclusion...)

• use a new paragraph for each new idea

• choose your words carefully to convince a reader of your opinions

• pay attention to your spelling and punctuation

• check and edit your writing so that it is clear for a reader.

   Why not send your exposition in to this month’s My Story Competition?

   This month’s topic is Why is going to school every day so important?

   The entry form is on page 30 of Deadly Vibe magazine.


