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picked up a paintbrush two years
ago, but this girl has already established
a name for herself in the art world — one
of the toughest industries to break into.

Claudia, now 17, was the proud
recipient of an Australian Indigenous
Education Fund (AIEF) in 2012.

“I thought it was a great opportunity, so
| said yes. The AIEF is a very important
program because it gives Indigenous
kids the chance to be educated at top
schools in Australia,” Claudia says.

“It also provides many opportunities
and I'm very happy to support them
in any way. | hope more community
kids are provided AIEF scholarships.”

With help from her scholarship,
Claudia now attends Griffith University
and is majoring in Indigenous Art.

“I enjoy it most of the time, but
sometimes my lecturers talk too much,
and | want to fall asleep!” she says.
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sculptor Claudia Moodoonuthi only

“My literacy level is still growing and
my mum is a great help in breaking
down the tasks into achievable chunks.

“I also like that my teachers are
famous Indigenous artists.”

Raised on Bentinck Island in the
Gulf of Carpentaria, this Gayardilt
woman was a true bush girl.

“I was taught to track, to sing and to
dance by my elders. | was told stories
about the Dreamtime and my favourite
activity was fishing,” she says.

“My brother and | also hunted bats and

seagulls that we'd cook over an open fire!”

Claudia began attending Clayfield
College in Brisbane in 2008. It was here
that she discovered her artistic talent.

Instagram

Deadly Vibe has an
Instagram account.
Follow us @deadlyvibe §

show people how important family is

to me — how our resp ponsibilities to
each other bind us.

“My art teacher and Head of Middle
Schooling mentors always encouraged
me to consider painting in light of

my Bentinck Island background and
family relationships to famous Bentinck
Island painters, such as Sally Gabori,
May Moodoonuthi, Amy and Netta
Loogatha and Paula Paul,” she says.

“But the only thing that really got me
to paint was me. | had to take a risk

and see if | could - to see if | was good
enough - to believe that | could do it.”

Claudia’s relaxed and intimate style of
work has a significant meaning behind it.

“I paint my stories. My stories are based on
my memories - memories of times | lived

on Bentinck Island, with the
‘old’ girl painters and with my
Grandmother, Anne,’ she says.

“Some of my stories are

sacred and some are about
happy childhood days.

| hope my stories show people
how important family is to me — how our
responsibilities to each other bind us.”

This budding philanthropist is painting
herself a colourful path for the future, and
she values the importance of helping others.

“I hope to complete my Bachelor degree
in 2015, then | expect to work full time in
a role that supports others,” Claudia says.

“I'm not really sure what that might be.
Whatever | do, it will be supported by

my painting. | want a long-term career

in painting and hope to travel the world,
sharing my stories and my works with others.

“I will also travel to and from community,
with the aim of creating projects that
support the learning development of young
people - perhaps | will end up in politics”

follow us on
facebook. i

1. Download a free QR code reader to
your smartphone (you can search for
them in the iTunes or Android app store).

2.When you see the QR code on a
page in the mag (they look like the
code shown here to the right), scan it

using your chosen QR reader app.

3.View the online content on your phone!
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Important: Viewing online
content on your phone may
incur data charges from
your service provider.
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Do you love to paint?

Claudia Moodoonuthi is an artist, photographer and sculptor
from the Gulf of Carpentaria, Qld.

She attends Griffith University and is studying Indigenous Art.
READ Young Achiever - Claudia Moodoonuthi on page 4

Bentinck Island, Qld

ACTIVITY 1

BUILDING READING SKILLS

Claudia Moodoonuthi

¢ skimming and scanning for information.
® reading headings, text boxes and pictures.
® reading for meaning.

® making connections between the text and your world.

There are three levels of comprehension questions:
Literal The answer is located in one sentence in the text.

Inferred You need to make links between sentences and graphics
(such asillustrations, maps and tables) and what you already know.

Applied The answer is in your background knowledge,
what you already know or feel.

() TRUE
() FALSE

Shade P
one bubble.

1 Claudia Moodoonuthi started painting 5 years ago. (literal)
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2 Which scholarship did Claudia win in 2012?

() sculptor

() Indigenous Art

() Australian Indigenous Education Fund (AIEF)
() Griffith University

(literal)

Shade P
one bubble.

3 List the things that Claudia likes and dislikes about her university study. (inferred)

likes doesn’t like

4 List the things that Claudia loved to do when she was at home
on Bentinck Island.

(inferred)
\

Write p
your answer
on the lines.

5 What stories is Claudia trying to tell with her art?

(inferred)
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6 What stories would you paint from your local area? (applied)

Write p
your answer
on the lines.

AGTIVITY 2

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS - SPELLING
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1 The spelling mistakes in these sentences have been underlined. N
Write the correct spelling for each word in the box.

Write p
your answer

She started to paynt two years ago. in the box.

( )

Itis a tough industry to brake into.

( )

It was an oportunity to help others.

( )

2 Unscramble these words from the text.

ainigpthn

suctlrpo

oohpt

3 Each sentence has one word that is incorrect. N
Write the correct spelling of the word in the box.

Write p
your answer

Family’s are very important. ! the box.

( )

She will be shareing her stories.

( )

Y E AR She beleeves she can do it.

3-4 | )
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ACTIVITY 3

MY PAINTING

1 Draw and paint a picture that tells a story about your local area.

Claudia Moodoonuthi




